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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Felling-on-Tyne. 

To  the  Minister  of  Health  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Felling  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1954.  The  Report  has  been  drawn 
up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

This  year’s  vital  statistics  show  that  the  Birth  Rate  and  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  have  fallen  while  the  Still  Birth,  Death,  and 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Rates  have  risen.  The  Birth,  Death,  and 
Infantile  Mortality  Rates  of  the  Urban  District  compare  favourably 
with  those  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

This  year’s  Infantile  Mortality  figure  of  21-53  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  Urban  District.  It  is  a very  satisfactory  figure,  and  its 
achievement  can  be  attributed  to  the  new  drugs  used  to  combat 
infection  and  the  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
and  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  homes.  The  chief  aim  of  this  service 
has  been  to  teach  sound  mothercraft. 

The  mean  Infantile  Mortality  figure  for  the  five  year  period 
1950  to  1954  was  28-27  and  63-18  for  1940  to  1944.  The  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  in  the  corresponding  five  year  period  were 
28-38  and  51-6  respectively. 

The  population  in  the  Urban  District  has  decreased  by  180  • 
the  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  was  134.  This 
fall  can  be  explained  by  the  loss  of  1,240  persons  resident  in  the  80 
acres  of  the  Urban  District  transferred  to  Gateshead  County  Borough. 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  of  16-17  per  1,000  of  the  population  shows 
a slight  fall  from  last  year’s  figure  of  17-3,  the  Still  Birth  Rate  rose 
from  26-0  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births  to  34-64. 
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There  was  a slightly  higher  general  Death  Rate  than  in  1953, 
but  the  figure  of  10-99  is  still  below  the  average  figure  of  12-04  for 
the  previous  eight  post-war  years. 

The  most  prevalent  infectious  disease  was  measles.  The  peak 
period  of  the  infection  was  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August, 
but  cases  were  notified  in  each  month  of  the  year  except  February 
and  March.  The  incidence  rate  of  Tuberculosis  rose  from  1-3  per 
1,000  of  the  population  last  year  to  2-2  in  1954. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  increased  work  in  the  Health  Depart- 
m:nt  from  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  the  new 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  Council  appointed  an  additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  Members  of  the 
Committees,  Officials  of  the  Council,  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department  for  their  unfailing  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  W.  REID,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION 


Statistics  of  the  Area 


(a)  General  Statistics. 


Area  of  the  Urban  District  in  acres  ....  ....  3,325 

Estimated  Resident  Population  (mid-June,  1954)  ...  25,840 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ....  ....  ....  7,755 

(Including  Council  Houses) 

Number  of  Council  Houses....  ....  ....  ....  3,684 


Estimated  Number  of  Sub-standard  Houses  ....  250 


House  Density  (persons  per  house)  ....  ....  3-33 

House  Density  (houses  per  acre)  ....  ....  ....  2-33 

Rateable  Value....  ....  ....  ....  ....  124,245 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ....  ....  ....  £470 


(b)  Physical  and  Social  Conditions. 

(1)  Description  of  the  Area. 

The  shape  of  the  Urban  District  is  roughly  a square.  The 
northern  boundary  is  formed  by  the  River  Tyne,  whose  banks  are 
steep  sided.  Felling  foreshore  is  about  two  miles  long.  The  Vv^estern 
and  southern  extents  of  the  Urban  District  are  the  boundaries  of 
Gateshead  County  Borough  and  of  Washington  Urban  District, 
respectively.  In  the  east  the  northern  half  of  the  Urban  District 
abutts  on  to  that  of  Hebburn  Urban  District  and  the  southern  half 
on  to  Boldon  Urban  District.  Part  of  the  southern  boundary  is 
formed  by  Gateshead  Fell,  which  rises  to  about  600  feet  above  sea 
level.  From  here  there  is  a gradual  fall  to  the  River. 

Although  primarily  a mining  and  industrial  area,  there  are  some 
farms  on  the  southern  and  eastern  boundaries. 

The  main  industries  in  the  district  are  coal  mdning,  engineering, 
ship  repairing,  printing  and  paper  making,  brick  making,  and  the 
manufacture  of  paints  and  chemicals. 


(2)  Employment  in  the  Area. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  Ward,  Manager,  Employment  Exchangr, 
Felling,  for  the  follov/ing  figures  on  employment,  unemployment,  and 
disability  in  the  area. 
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The  following  table  shows  the 
Urban  District  : — 

occupation 

structure 

of  the 

Industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Mining  and  Mining  Products 

1,309 

57 

1,366 

Chemicals,  &c 

683 

247 

930 

Metal  Manufacture  and  Metal  Goods 

153 

77 

230 

Engineering,  Ship  Repairing,  &c 

1,622 

115 

1,737 

Paper,  Printing,  &c 

115 

155 

270 

Building,  &c 

444 

4 

448 

Transport,  &c 

119 

10 

129 

Distributive 

197 

316 

513 

National  and  Local  Government 

260 

35 

295 

Professional  Services  .... 

53 

126 

179 

Wood  and  Cork 

306 

298 

604 

Clothing 

93 

624 

717 

Food,  Drink,  and  Tobacco  .... 

109 

206 

315 

Miscellaneous  .... 

195 

465 

650 

5,658 

2,735 

8,393 

(3)  Unemployment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  unemployed  persons 
at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Males  Females 

Wholly  Unemployed  and  Casuals  139  26 

Temporarily  Stopped  ....  1 1 


(4)  Disablement  and  Rehabilitation. 

Three  hundred  and  ninty-one  males  and  31  females,  who  were 
resident  in  the  Urban  District,  are  registered  under  the  Disabled 
Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  disabled  persons  who 
are  unemployed  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Unemployed  Registered  Disabled  Persons. 

Males 

{a)  Suitable  for  ordinary  employment — 

Ex-service  ....  ....  ....  18 

Non  Ex-service....  ....  ....  13 


Females 


Nil 

3 


(b)  Severely  disabled  persons  classified 
as  unlikely  to  obtain  employment 
other  than  under  special  conditions — 

Ex-service  ....  ....  ....  Nil  Nil 

Non  Ex-service....  ....  ....  4 Nil 
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(5)  National  Assistance. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Douglass,  the  Area  Officer,  National 
Assistance  Board,  for  the  following  information  regarding  residents 
in  the  Urban  District  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  categories  of  persons  received  National 
Assistance  : — 

Unemployed  ....  ....  ....  ....  61 

Sick  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  184 

Retirement  Pensioners  (Contributory)  905 

Non-contributory  Old  Age  Pensioners  84 


Miscellaneous  .... 

188 

1,422 

(c)  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births — 

Males  Females 

Total 

Total 

217 

201 

418 

Legitimate 

206 

196 

Illegitimate 

11 

5 

Birth  Rate  .... 

.... 

16-17 

Comparability  Factor 



0-95 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  .... 

....  . 

15-36 

Illegitimate  Births  per  1,000  live  births. 

38-27 

Still  Births — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

8 

7 

15 

Legitimate  

8 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

34-64 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Resident 

Population 

0-58 

Deaths — 

Males  Females 

Total 

All  Causes 

136 

148 

284 

Death  Rate  .... 

.... 

10-99 

Comparability  Factor 

1-17 

Standardised  Death  Rate  .... 

. . . 

12-86 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

.... 

Nil 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) 

Nil 

,,  „ Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

. . . - 

Nil 

15  55  ?5  ??  35 

(under  2 years)  Nil 

,,  „ Influenza  (all  ages) 

. . . . 

1 

„ „ Cancer  (all  types) 

. . . . 

54 

„ „ Diphtheria  (all  ages) 

.... 

Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Males  Females 

Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 3 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  5 3 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  1 - 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  21-53 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  19-13 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Infants  under  four  weeks — 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  16-74 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age — 

Total 5 2 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  4 2 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  1 - 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Infection  and  prematurity  each  accounted  for  22  per  cent,  of 
infant  deaths.  The  remaining  56  per  cent,  were  due  to  other  mis- 
cellaneous causes. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


Heart  Disease 

....  36-97 

Cancer  .... 

....  19-01 

Cardio-Vascular  of  Central  Nervous  System 

....  16-16 

Respiratory 

....  10-21 
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MORBIDITY  STATISTICS 


New  Claims  of  Sickness  Benefit,  1954 


Week  Ending — 

Week  Ending — 

! in  nary  5 th 

...  113 

July  6th  

...  79 

„ 12th 

...  187 

„ 13th  

...  75 

„ 19th  

...  128 

„ 20th  

...  70 

„ 26th 

...  144 

„ 27th  

...  66 

■ — 572 

290 

February  2nd  

...  114 

August  3rd  

...  53 

„ 9th  

...  145 

„ 10th  

...  60 

„ 16th  

...  141 

„ 17th  

...  68 

„ 23rd  

...  132 

„ 24th  

...  100 

532 

„ 31st 

...  66 

ivlarch  2nd  

...  109 

— 347 

» 9th  

...  162 

September  7th  

...  88 

3,  16th  

...  113 

„ 14th  

...  88 

„ 23rd  

...  101 

„ 21st 

...  78 

„ 30th  

...  113 

„ 28th  

...  101 

598 

355 

April  6th  

...  103 

October  5th  

...  92 

„ 13th  

...  91 

„ 12th  

...  108 

„ 20th  

...  63 

„ 19  th  

...  109 

„ 27th  

...  94 

„ 26th  

...  91 

351 

400 

May  4th  

...  91 

November  2nd  

...  134 

„ 11th  

...  Ill 

» 9th  

...  123 

„ 18th  

...  109 

„ 16th  

...  136 

„ 25th  

...  86 

„ 23rd  

...  163 

397 

„ 30th  

...  180 

June  1st 

...  80 

736 

„ 8th  

...  50 

December  7th  

...  137 

„ 15th  

...  89 

55  14th  

...  Ill 

„ 22nd  

...  78 

„ 21st 

...  105 

„ 29th  

...  71 

„ 28th  

...  65 

368 

418 
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Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality 

in  the  year  1954. 


Provisional  Figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population. 


England 

and 

Wales 

160  C.B.s 
and 
Great 
Towns, 
including 
London 

160 

Smaller 

Towns 

(Resident 

Population 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1951 

Census) 

Felling 

Urban 

District 

Births — 

Live  Births 

15-2 

16-8 

15-4 

16-17 

1 

0-36 

0-44 

0-36 

0-58 

Still  Births 

i 

*23-4 

*25-6 

*22-4 

*34-64 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

11-3 

12-05 

11-3 

10-99 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

• • 

Whooping  Cough 

001 

• • 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 

017 

0-20 

0-18 

0-19 

Influenza  . . 

003 

0-04 

0-05 

0-038 

Smallpox  . . 

• • 

• • 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (inc. 
Polioencephalitis) 

0-01 

. . 

0-038 

Pneumonia 

0-45 

0-50 

0-49 

0-38 

All  Causes  under  1 year 
of  age 

t25-5 

t29'15 

123-77 

t21-53 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
under  2 years  of  age. 

0-8 

0-9 

0-5 

* Per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births, 
t Per  1,000  Related  Live  Births. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Felling  Urban  District,  1954. 


Males 

Females 

Per  cent. 
Total 
Deaths 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

3 

1 

1-41 

„ Other  . , 

• • 

1 

0-35 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

• • 

0*35 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

0*35 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

5 

10 

5-28 

,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

1 

0-70 

,,  ,,  Breast 

7 

2*46 

,,  ,,  Uterus 

4 

P41 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm 

12 

13 

8-80 

Leuktemia,  Aleuksemia 

* , 

1 

0-35 

Diabetes 

• • 

1 

0-35 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

19 

27 

16-19 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . . 

23 

13 

12-67 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

5 

5 

3-52 

Other  Heart  Disease  . , 

22 

24 

16-19 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

7 

6 

5-28 

Influenza 

1 

0-35 

Pneumonia 

5 

5 

3-52 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

3-52 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

1-41 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

1 

0-70 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

« * 

1 

0-35 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

2 

1-06 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

• • 

0-70 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . . 

• • 

1 

0-35 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

11 

9 

7-04 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

2 

1-06 

All  other  Accidents  . . 

4 

5 

3-17 

Suicide  . . 

3 

2 

1-76 

Total  (All  Causes) 

136 

148 
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Principal  Vital  Statistics  for  Previous  Years. 
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Census  Report,  1951 


During  the  year  the  Census  Report  for  the  County  of  Durham 
was  published  by  the  Registrar  General’s  office.  It  is  of  interest  to 
give  the  main  facts  appertaining  to  Felling  Urban  District,  and  to 
make  comparisons  with  previous  Census  Reports. 

The  following  extracts  have  been  taken  from  the  commentaries 
of  the  Census  Reports  for  1921,  1931,  and  1951. 


1921. 

The  general  housing  of  all  the  County  population  is,  on  an 
average  of  rooms  per  person,  neither  better  nor  worse  than  it  was  in 
1911.  But  while  this  is  so  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  housing 
conditions  in  Durham  were  amongst  the  worst  in  the  country  in  1911, 
and  that  the  present  County  average  of  0-77  rooms  per  person  is  far 
lower  than  any  other  similar  County  aggregate  so  far  published  in 
respect  of  the  1921  Census. 

Moreover,  comparison  between  1911  and  1921  of  the  families 
living  under  overcrowded  conditions  of  more  than  two  persons  per 
room  shows  that  the  actual  number  of  families  and  persons  has 
increased,  and  that  the  population  of  persons  living  under  such 
conditions  which  was  29-2  per  cent,  in  1911,  or  more  than  three 
times  the  corresponding  population  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole,  has  further  worsened  to  29*5  per  cent. 

The  average  size  of  family  shows  a reduction  from  4-77  persons 
in  1911  to  4-61  persons  in  1921,  a drop  of  over  3 per  cent. 

The  bulk  of  dwellings  are  structurally  undivided  private  houses, 
the  average  for  the  County  being  77  per  cent,  of  the  total.  Six  urban 
areas  have  proportions  below  this  figure,  the  lowest  being  South 
Shields  C.B.  (16  per  cent.),  Gateshead  C.B.  (22  per  cent.),  and 
Jarrow  M.B.  (34  per  cent.),  and  in  these,  flats,  tenements,  &c.,  are 
proportionally  the  most  numerous  with  79  per  cent.,  78  per  cent.,  and 
62  per  cent,  respectively. 

In  respect  of  room  accommodation,  Flartlepcol  R.D.  claims 
first  place  with  a general  average  of  5-27  rooms  per  dwelling.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  scale,  Leadgate  U.D.  stands  lowest  (3-09),  followed 
by  Felling  U.D.  (3T6),  Flebburn  U.D.  (3-21),  and  Jarrow  M.B. 
(3*31). 


1931. 

The  feature  claiming  perhaps  the  most  prominent  notice  is  the 
large  and  growing  number  of  decreases  recorded.  In  three  of  the  five 
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County  Boroughs  the  populations  have  declined  since  1921,  South 
Shields  heading  the  list  with  a loss  of  5,144  persons,  or  4-3  per  cent. ; 
in  Gateshead  also  the  decline  is  of  considerable  magnitude. 

Of  the  30  Municipal  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts,  no  fewer 
than  20  record  a loss  of  population  during  1921-1931,  as  compared 
with  five  in  the  preceding  10  years,  outstanding  examples  being  those 
of  Jarrow  M.B.  and  Bishop  Auckland  U.D.,  where  the  populations 
have  declined  by  3,558  and  2,013,  or  10  and  14-1  per  cent,  respectively. 

For  the  County  as  a whole  the  population  density  is  2-3  persons 
per  acre  as  in  1921  ; in  the  urban  and  rural  portions  of  the  County 
the  densities  are  10-1  and  0-7  respectively.  In  the  individual  urban 
districts  the  figures  range  widely  from  the  average,  being  generally 
at  a maximum  in  the  larger  towns  (Jarrow,  40-8  ; Gateshead,  39-1  ; 
South  Shields,  35-6),  and  the  lowest  in  the  smaller  areas  (Tanfield, 
1-9  ; and  Willington,  2-4)  where  they  indicate  conditions  approaching 
those  of  rural  areas. 

Some  Wards  in  South  Shields,  Gateshead,  Sunderland,  West 
Hartlepool  C.B.,  Hartlepool  M.B.,  Jarrow  M.B.,  and  Hebburn  U.D. 
exhibit  densities  exceeding  100  persons  per  acre.  Notwithstanding 
the  increase  in  all  families  and  population,  the  number  of  “ over- 
crowded ” families  has  been  reduced  by  15,591  and  the  population 
therein  by  131,498. 

The  rate  of  reduction,  viz.,  from  29-5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
population  in  1921  to  20-3  per  cent,  in  1931  shows  great  improve- 
ment over  the  increase  occurring  in  the  previous  decade  (29*2  per 
cent,  in  1911  to  29-5  per  cent,  in  1921). 

In  respect  of  room  accommodation,  Stockton  R.D.  claims  first 
place  with  a general  average  of  5T6  rooms  per  dwelling.  At  the  other 
end  stands  Hebburn  U.D.  with  a minimum  of  3-20  rooms  followed 
by  Jarrow  M.B.  (3-22)  and  Felling  U.D.  (3-27). 


1951. 

Population. 

In  the  pre-war  period,  1931-39,  the  resident  population  of 
Durham  as  a whole  decreased  by  3-2  per  cent,  in  contrast  to  an 
increase  of  3-7  per  cent,  in  the  resident  population  of  England  and 
Wales.  The  decrease  was  not  evenly  spread  over  the  County.  The 
main  decreases  occurred  in  the  group  of  areas  contained  in  the 
Tyneside  conurbation  which  experienced  a reduction  of  4-9  per  cent. 

Private  Households. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  private  household  is  now 
3-40  as  compared  with  4-04  in  1931  ; the  population  recorded  in 
private  households  having  decreased  by  1-2  per  cent,  while  the 
number  of  households  increased  by  17-3  per  cent,  to  a total  of  422,153. 
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The  percentage  of  persons  living  at  densities  of  over  two  persons 
per  room  has  declined  for  the  County  as  a whole  from  20-29  in  1931 
to  5-49  in  1951,  but  overcrowding  is  still  serious  in  some  parts  of  the 
County.  The  areas  with  the  highest  proportions  of  population  living 
at  over  two  persons  per  room  in  1951  were  Gateshead  (9-45),  Bishop 
Auckland  (9-28),  Tow  Law  (8-14),  Hebburn  (7-81),  Jarrow  (7-78), 
and  Sunderland  (7-55). 

Piped  Water. 

18  per  cent,  of  households  in  the  County  were  reported  as  being 
without  exclusive  use  of  a piped  water  supply.  This  compared  with 
17  per  cent,  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deficiencies  in  availability  of  piped  water  were  greatest  on 
Tyneside,  in  Sunderland  and  adjacent  areas,  in  the  Hartlepools,  and 
in  certain  rural  districts.  Areas  with  highest  percentages  of  house- 
holds in  undivided  occupations  entirely  without  water  supplies  were 
Weardale  R.D.C.  (26),  Sunderland  R.D.  (23),  Sunderland  C.B.  (21), 
Jarrow  (20),  and  Hartlepool  M.B.,  South  Shields,  Darlington  R.D., 
Boldon,  Hebburn,  Seaham,  Houghton-le- Spring,  West  Hartlepool 
C.B.  (each  with  between  9 and  14) ; areas  with  the  highest  percentages 
households  in  undivided  occupations  sharing  piped  water  were 
Gateshead  (10),  Hartlepool  M.B.  (9),  Stanley,  Bishop  Auckland 
(each  8)  ; South  Shields,  Jarrow,  Hebburn,  Felling  (each  7). 

Cooking  Stove. 

5 per  cent,  of  the  households  of  the  County  are  without  exclusive 
use  of  cooking  stoves,  by  comparison  with  7 per  cent,  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Kitchen  Sink. 

19  per  cent,  of  households  in  the  County  were  without 
exclusive  use  of  a kitchen  sink,  by  comparison  with  13  per  cent,  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

Water  Closet. 

19  per  cent,  of  households  in  the  County  were  reported  as  being 
without  exclusive  use  of  a water  closet.  This  is  a little  below  the 
corresponding  figure  of  21  per  cent,  for  England  and  Wales. 

Conditions  in  the  Tyneside  area,  in  the  urban  areas  on  Tees-side, 
in  the  Hartlepools,  Sunderland,  Seaham,  and  in  Durham  M.B.  were 
good  in  the  sense  that  fewer  than  2 per  cent,  of  households  in  un- 
divided occupations  were  entirely  without  water  closets,  and  after 
South  Shields  the  highest  proportion  of  such  households  sharing  a 
water  closet  was  13  per  cent,  for  Jarrow. 

Fixed  Bath. 

49  per  cent,  of  households  in  Durham  were  without  their  own 
fixed  baths,  by  comparison  with  45  per  cent,  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole. 
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Housing. 

Most  of  the  substantial  losses  in  population  in  thel931-1951 
period  have  been  in  the  Tyneside  industrial  areas,  and  in  the  coal- 
field areas.  They  have  been  accompanied  by  very  substantial 
reductions  in  density  of  occupation  of  dwellings  ; the  areas  of  the 
County  with  the  highest  percentages  of  population  housed  at  an 
average  of  over  two  persons  per  room  in  1931  were,  except  for 
Sunderland,  on  Tyneside,  viz.,  Hebburn  (34),  Jarrow  (33),  Sunder- 
land (29),  Gateshead  (29),  Felling  (27),  and  South  Shields  (26). 
Four  of  these  still  ranked  amongst  the  six  highest  in  the  County  in 
this  respect  in  1951,  which  were  Gateshead  and  Bishop  Auckland 
(each  9)  and  Hebburn,  Jarrow,  Sunderland,  and  Tow  Law  (each 
with  8).  Dwellings  on  Tyneside  are,  on  average,  smaller  than  those 
in  the  southern  parts  of  the  County. 


Social  Class  Distribution. 

The  social  class  distribution  of  Durham,  compared  with  the 
pattern  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  shows  a shift  downwards 
as  a result  of  the  relatively  larger  numbers  of  males  in  Social  Class  IV, 
which  includes  most  of  the  mining  and  agricultural  working  force, 
and  in  Social  Class  V which  includes  dockside  workers  and  unskilled 
labourers. 

The  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  County,  containing  the 
Tyneside  and  many  coal-mines,  show  a different  social  composition 
with  relatively  high  proportions  in  Classes  IV  and  V,  and  very  low 
ones  in  Classes  I and  II.  The  highest  proportions  in  Class  V are 
found  in  Jarrow  M.B.,  Hartlepool  M.B.,  and  Hebburn  U.D.  The 
Durham  part  of  the  Tyneside  conurbation  shows  as  a whole  larger 
proportions  in  Class  IV  and  V and  smaller  in  Classes  I and  II  than 
are  shown  for  the  conurbation  as  a whole. 


POPULATION. 

(a)  General. 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  population  in 
the  Urban  District  since  1891. 


CENSUS  POPULATION 

1891  17,490 

1901  22,467 

1911  25,026 

1921  26,145 

1931  27,040 

1951  25,284 


During  the  intercensal  period,  1921-1931,  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  population  of  3-5  per  cent.  This  increase  of  population 
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changed  to  a loss  of  7-3  per  cent,  for  the  period  1931  to  1951.  During 
this  period  the  natural  increase  in  the  population,  excess  of  births 
over  deaths,  was  9*4  per  cent,  but  this  was  offset  by  a loss  of  16-7  per 
cent,  of  the  population  by  migration. 

(b)  Age  Structure. 


1 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1951 

Age  65  and  over.  .. 

3-01 

3-58 

3-89 

5-12 

9-36 

Age  under  15 

39-17 

'38'15 

34-87 

30-S 

23-45 

BBBBBB 

BaBfliifl 

liliBl 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

i'll’lli 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BanBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BSBBiBB 

HHSBHIfll 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

Age  1 5—64 

57-82 

58-27 

61-24 

64-34 

67-19 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB 

BBBBBB! 

BBBBBB 

\mmmmmm 

BBBBBB 

Changing  Age  Structure  {as  a percentage  of  total  population) 
Felling  Urban  District^  1901-1951. 

In  general,  it  is  the  group  15’s  to  65 ’s  which  either  directly  or 
indirectly  must  carry  the  load  of  dependency  composed  of  the 
immatures,  the  under  15’s,  and  the  old  and  retired,  the  65’s  and  over. 

Over  the  past  50  years  the  age  structure  of  the  population  of  the 
Urban  District  has  altered  considerably.  In  1951  pre-school  and 
schoolchildren  accounted  for  23-45  per  cent,  of  the  total  population, 
compared  with  39-17  per  cent,  in  1901  and  34-87  per  cent,  in  1921. 

9-36  per  cent,  of  the  1951  population  were  retired,  nearly 
double  the  figure  for  1931,  and  more  than  three  times  the  percent- 
age for  1901. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

{a)  Social  Groups. 

In  the  present  Census  the  population  has  been  classified 
according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  Social  Groupings,  which  are 
widely  used  to  study  morbidity  and  mortality. 
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In  brief,  these  groups  are  as  follows  : — 


Social 

Class 

Type  of  Worker 

Occupied  Males 
over  15  Years  of 
Age — Felling 

I 

Professional  Workers  .. 

95 

II 

Intermediate  between  I and  II 

603 

III 

Skilled  Artisans  and  Analogous  Workers  .... 

5,087 

IV 

Intermediate  between  II  and  IV  .... 

1,533 

V 

Labourers  and  Other  Unskilled  Occupations 

1,690 

9,008 

It  will  be  seen  that  half  of  the  occupied  males  over  15  years  fall 
into  Class  III  and  about  one-sixth  into  Class  V. 


Percentage  of  Population  in  Social  Classes. 


Administrative  Area 

Social  Classes 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

Felling  U.D.C 

M 

6-7 

56-4 

170 

18-8 

Durham  County  (Administrative 

Counties  and  County  Boroughs) 

1-7 

91 

520 

22-6 

14-6 

Administrative  County.  .. 

1-6 

8-5 

50-6 

26-8 

12-5 

Municipal  Boroughs  and  Urban 

Districts 

1-6 

8-2 

51-8 

23-7 

14-7 

In  Felling  the  Social  Group  with  the  greatest  number  of 
families  is  Group  III  as  in  the  other  administrative  areas  in  the 
County?  but  in  Groups  IV  and  V there  is  approximately  an  equal 
number  of  families. 

(b)  Housing. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  tables  that  3 8 per  cent, 
of  families  in  1921  shared  a dwelling,  as  compared  with  1 per  cent,  in 
1951.  In  1951,  1 '7  per  cent,  of  all  families  were  living  in  a separate 
dwelling  of  one  room,  as  compared  with  7-5  per  cent,  in  1921,  and 
less  than  half  as  many  families  were  living  in  two-roomed  dwellings 
than  in  1931.  At  the  last  Census  there  were  more  families  living  in 
three,  four,  five,  six,  and  seven  and  over  roomed  dwellings  than  in 
1921  or  1931.  Since  the  last  Census  the  number  of  families  of  one, 
two,  three,  and  four  persons  has  increased,  and  families  with  five, 
six,  seven,  eight,  and  nine  and  over  persons  has  decreased. 

In  1931,  most  families  consisted  of  three  persons,  being  23-5 
per  cent,  of  the  total ; in  1951,  23  per  cent.,  23-7  per  cent.,  and  20-6 
per  cent,  of  the  families  consisted  of  two,  three,  and  four  persons 
respectively.  In  1951,  the  percentage  of  houses  with  a single  family 
living  in  them  was  98-9  per  cent.  In  0-98  per  cent,  two  families 
shared  a house,  and  in  0 4 per  cent,  there  were  more  then  three 
families  to  each  dwelling.  Corresponding  figures  for  1921  were 
96*1  per  cent.,  3-6  per  cent.,  and  0-2  per  cent. 
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DWELLINGS,  ROOMS,  AND  HOUSEHOLDS. 


Dwellings 

Occupied 

Number  of 
Rooms 

Number  of 
Private 
Households 

1951 

7,217 

26,072 

7,294 

1931 

6,297 

20,606 

6,591 

1921 

5,545 

17,100 

5,622 

Percentage  of  families  in  structurally  separate  dwellings 

(Rooms) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 & over 

1951.... 

1-7 

12-0 

36-9 

31-4 

14-4 

2-7 

0*9 

1931.... 

7-3 

27-8 

30-4 

22-6 

7*2 

3-8 

0-6 

1921.... 

7-5 

31-4 

29-8 

21-3 

3-9 

0-5 

0-8 

DWELLINGS  OCCUPIED  BY 


Private  Households 

1 

2 

3 or  more 

1951 

7,143 

71 

3 

1931 

6,021 

260 

16 

1921 

5,198 

195 

11 

PRIVATE  HOUSEHOLDS. 


Number  of  Persons 
in  Family 

Total  Households 

1951  1931 

Average  Number 
of  Persons  per  Room 
1951  1931 

1 

716 

305 

0-35 

0-46 

2 

1,681 

1,108 

0-60 

0-68 

3 

1,734 

1,476 

0-86 

0-98 

4 

1,507 

1,364 

MO 

L25 

5 

839 

966 

1-29 

1-52 

6 

399 

611 

1-43 

1-85 

7 

233 

382 

L58 

2-15 

8 

89 

206 

1-78 

2-36 

9 

49 

112 

L94 

2-50 

10  or  more 

47 

61 

2-20 

2-79 
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APPENDIX  III. 


Summary  of  Joint  Area  Statistics. 


Joint  Area 


Jarrow  Hebburn  Felling  1954  1953 

General 

Area  in  Acres  ....  ....  . ....  1,985  1,563  3,325  6,873  6,953 

Population  29,100  23,480  25,840  78,420  78,390 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

9,432 

7,385 

7,915 

24,732 

23,907 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ... 

3,363 

2,359 

3,870 

9,592 

8,880 

Estimated  Number,  Sub-standard  .... 

1,073 

450 

250 

1,773 

2,069 

Vital 

Number  of  Births 

640 

466 

418 

1,524 

1,504 

Birth  Rate 

21-99 

19-83 

16-17 

19-33 

19-12 

Number  of  Still  Births 

16 

16 

15 

47 

50 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and 
Still  Births 

24-39 

33-19 

34-64 

30-74 

32-35 

Infant  Deaths  .. 

18 

18 

9 

45 

50 

Infant  Mortality 

28-12 

38-62 

21-53 

29-42 

33-28 

Maternal  Mortality 

1-52 

Nil 

Nil 

0-51 

0-53 

Number  of  Deaths 

328 

241 

284 

853 

885 

General  Death  Rate  .. 

11-27 

10-21 

10-99 

10-82 

11-20 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

(Percentage  of  Total  Deaths) 


(a)  Infants  Under  1 Year 


Infection 

33-3 

31-5 

22 

28-9 

27 

Congenital  Deformity  .... 

IM 

26-3 

Nil 

12-5 

21 

Prematurity 

27-7 

21-1 

22 

23-6 

35 

Others 

27-7 

21-1 

56 

34-9 

17 

(b)  All  Ages 

Heart  Disease  .... 

32-9 

31-5 

36-97 

33-79 

30 

Cancer  .... 

18-3 

17-0 

19-01 

18-1 

17-1 

Respiratory  Disease 

13-7 

14-1 

10-21 

12-67 

15-9 

Vascular  Disease  of  Nervous 

System 

15-6 

12-8 

16-16 

14-85 

14-6 

Infectious  Diseases — Tuberculosis 

Notifications 

Respiratory 

51 

45 

50 

146 

171 

Non-respiratory  .... 

8 

2 

7 

17 

19 

Incidence  Rate 

Respiratory 

1-75 

1-92 

1-93 

1-86 

2-18 

Non-respiratory  .... 

0-28 

0-09 

0-27 

0-21 

0-24 

Death  Rate 

Respiratory 

0-27 

0-22 

0-15 

0-21 

0-28 

Non-respiratory  .... 

0-03 

Nil 

0-04 

0-03 

0-05 

Measles 

Notifications  .... 

404 

378 

171 

935 

374 

Incidence 

13-8 

16-1 

6-6 

12-15 

4-7 

Whooping  Cough 

Notifications  .... 

80 

75 

26 

181 

426 

Incidence 

2-7 

3-1 

1-0 

2-31 

5-4 

Pneumonia 

Notifications  .... 

60 

36 

24 

120 

150 

Incidence 

2-1 

15-2 

0-9 

0-001 

1-9 

Dysentery 

Notifications  .... 

25 

82 

1 

108 

6 

Incidence 

0-8 

3-4 

0-03 

0-001 

0-07 

Rates  are  given  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 
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SECTION  “B.” 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area 


(a)  Public  Health  Services. 

(1)  Stajf. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Area  Medical  Officer, 
J.  A.  W.  Reid,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent, 
J.  Wear,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 

Second  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Deputy  Cleansing  Super- 
intendent, W.  J.  Black,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
(Resigned  8th  August,  1954). 

R.  D.  Copeland,  A. R. San. I.  (Promoted  8th  December, 
1954). 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors,  R.  D.  Copeland,  A.R.San.L 
(Appointed  1st  May,  1954),  G.  Hall,  A.R.San.L, 
M.S.I.A.  (Appointed  6th  December,  1954). 

Clerk  and  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector,  E.  B.  Miller,  A.R.San.L, 
Clerk  (on  National  Service,  R.A.F.). 

Clerk  and  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector,  Thomas  Graham. 

Rodent  Operator,  Robert  Lumsden. 


(2)  Laboratory  Services. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Newcastle,  under  Dr.  Norton, 
carries  out  bacteriological  examinations. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  specimens  and  samples  examined 


at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle 

Specimen 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria  

— 

7 

7 

Sonne  Dysentery 

1 

38 

39 

Salmonella  Typhi  Murium  .... 

5 

— 

5 

Sputum  (T.B.),... 

76 

264 

340 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

3 

4 

7 

Clostridium  Welchii  

1 

- 

1 

Staphylococci  .... 

1 

— 

1 

87 

313 

400 
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(3)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  24. — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention. 

Six  men  and  six  women  were  visited  during  the  year  by  the 
Medical  Officer.  Two  of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and 
the  remainder  given  help  in  their  homes. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  action  under 
this  Section. 

Section  50. — Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  1954. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  mechanical  transport.  Four 
C.K.3  10  cubic  yard  hydraulic  tipping  vehicles  are  in  use.  Three  are 
used  for  the  main  collection  and  the  fourth  is  gradually  being  brought 
into  further  use  with  the  increasing  collection  due  to  new  housing. 

A once  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained  through- 
out the  year. 

There  is  a large-scale  development  on  the  Learn  Lane  Unit 
being  carried  out,  and  this  will  eventually  lead  to  a considerable 
increase  in  vehicles  and  men  for  the  cleansing  service.  It  is  pointed 
out  that  with  the  development  of  these  new  estates  and  the  present 
design  and  layout  of  housing  sites  more  consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  siting  of  the  ash  bin  as  one  finds  that  the  individual  haul  has 
been  greatly  lengthened,  which  means  a consequent  slowing  down 
of  collection. 

The  Gateshead  housing  estate,  built  within  the  Urban  District 
and  containing  244  dwellings,  including  two  large  blocks  of  flats 
with  refuse  chutes  provided  were  transferred  to  Gateshead  in  April, 
1954.  The  flats  were  supplied  with  a 3J  cubic  feet  refuse  container 
per  three  dwellings,  and  this  meant  at  least  a twice  weekly  collection 
of  refuse  had  to  be  provided  to  enable  a satisfactory  removal  of  refuse. 

During  the  year,  535,825  bins  and  4,092  boxes  were  emptied, 
19,821  miles  were  travelled,  3,799  gallons  of  petrol  were  used,  and 
4,306 J loads  were  collected  and  tipped. 

Refuse  Disposal. — Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 
A disused  clay  quarry  situated  in  the  Heworth  Low  Lanes  is  being 
filled  in  by  this  method.  The  longest  haul  is  approximately  two 
miles.  When  tipping  is  completed  it  is  intended  that  the  site  be 
developed  for  recreational  facilities. 

A small  number  of  fires,  which  were  immediately  extinguished, 
occurred  during  the  year,  these  were  apparently  due  to  unlawful 
disturbance  of  the  tip,  and  a considerable  number  of  successful 
prosecutions  of  persons  unlawfully  disturbing  the  surface  of  the  tip 
were  obtained  at  the  local  Court. 
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Gulley  Emptying  and  Street  Sweeping. 

A mechanical  gulley  emptier  with  a capacity  of  500  gallons  is  in 
use  in  the  area.  Street  sweeping  is  carried  out  partly  by  the  gang 
method  and  partly  by  the  use  of  a road  sweeper  collector. 

Rodent  Control. 

A rodent  operator  is  employed  by  the  Health  Department  who 
deals  with  all  rat  and  mice  infestations,  and  sewer  treatments  are 
carried  out  as  prescribed  by  the  methods  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  (Disinfestation  Branch) ; a close  liaison  is 
maintained  with  the  Divisional  Officers. 

Routine  visits  and  inspections  are  carried  out,  and  all  complaints 
received  are  surveyed  and  treated  as  required.  When  an  infestation 
is  discovered  the  site  and  the  surrounding  area  are  surveyed  and  pre- 
baited and,  if  required,  poisoning  is  carried  out.  From  experience 
it  has  been  found  that  great  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  pre- 
baiting, and  the  operator  always  lays  more  points  than  are  required, 
as  it  has  been  found  in  practice  that  there  is  a tendency  to  minimise 
the  number  of  points  laid,  and  therefore  one  finds  that  the  infestation 
is  not  completely  cleared  after  poisoning,  and  one  may  encounter 
the  bait  or  poison-shy  rodent  which  greatly  increases  the  difficulties 
of  final  eradication.  Normal  infestations  are  treated  by  the  basic 
poisons,  such  as  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Red  Squill,  Zinc  Phosphide 
being  the  most  effective.  It  has  been  found  that  where  there  is  a 
major  infestation  a quick  kill  is  essential,  and  then  one  can  use  other 
poisons  in  what  could  be  termed  the  “ mopping  up  ” if  required. 

In  some  cases  where  these  poisons  cannot  be  used,  Antu  and 
Arsenic  have  been  used,  and  also  Warfarin.  Warfarin,  it  has  been 
found,  is  ideal  as  a follow  up  in  post-baiting  if  an  infestation  has  been 
in  the  main  eradicated,  for  example,  where  Zinc  Phosphide  has  been 
used  a follow  up  post-bait  using  Warfarin  has  completely  eradicated 
an  infestation.  It  must  be  emphasised  that  post-baiting  is  essential, 
as  it  is  the  only  method  that  one  can  use  quickly  to  determine  if  an 
infestation  has  been  completely  eradicated. 

Sewer  rat  infestation  showed  a decrease,  and  a considerable  area 
of  the  sewers  are  now  free  from  infestation.  The  main  pockets  of 
infestation  are  near  the  out-falls  of  the  two  sewers  passing  to  the 
River  Tyne,  and  should  any  build-up  occur  here  the  area  is  treated 
as  required.  It  must  be  stated  that  by  using  the  approved  methods 
of  the  Ministry,  a great  improvement  has  been  made  in  rodent 
control  in  this  area,  and  it  is  due  to  the  technique  suggested  by  the 
Ministry  that  so  many  of  the  sewers  in  this  area  are  free  from 
infestation. 

Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug.  Council  Houses  Other  Houses 

Number  of  Houses  Infested....  5 ....  8 

All  infested  dwellings  are  sprayed  with  insecticide  containing 
D.D.T.  and/or  Gammexane;  in  addition,  Gammexane  or  D.D.T 
smoke  generators  are  used  as  required. 
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No  general  disinfestation  scheme  for  Council  houses  and 
removals  to  Council  houses  is  in  force.  On  complaint  of  bug  infesta- 
tion, premises  are  visited  and  treatment  is  carried  out.  It  has  been 
noted  that  with  the  use  of  D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  insecticides  one 
application  has  generally  been  sufficient  to  eradicate  the  infestation. 

Council  houses  when  vacated  at  the  end  of  a tenancy  are 
inspected  by  the  Housing  Department,  and  should  any  vermin  be 
seen  then  the  attention  of  the  Health  Department  is  drawn  to  this 
condition  and  it  is  immediately  treated  before  the  new  tenant  takes 
possession. 


Other  Infestations. 


The  following  are  details  of  infestations  dealt  with  during  the 
year  : — 


Beetles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Furniture  Beetles  ....  ....  ....  11 

Spider  Beetles  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cockroaches  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Earwigs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Fleas  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Flies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 


Complaints  are  often  received  of  beetle  infestations,  &c.,  and 
powders  containing  D.D.T.  or  Gammexane  are  issued  on  request. 
In  serious  cases  the  dwellings  are  actually  treated  by  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department. 

The  public  are  becoming  increasingly  aware  of  the  dangers  of  the 
Furniture  Beetle,  and  numerous  enquiries  are  made  as  to  advice  on 
treatment.  Where  an  infestation  is  severe  it  is  recommended  that  the 
affected  woodwork  be  removed  and  replaced  with  suitable  wood. 
Spraying  is  carried  out  at  prescribed  times,  using  a suitable  insecticide. 
In  slight  cases  injection  of  the  holes  with  a hypodermic  syringe 
containing  insecticide  has  proved  most  effective. 

Re-treatments  of  all  affected  Council  houses  are  carried  out  each 
year,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  is  a definite  decrease  in 
infestations  being  found. 


(b)  Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  details 
of  the  personal  health  services  which  are  provided  by  Durham  County 
Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  within  the 
Urban  District. 

The  following  clinics  are  held  at  The  Clinic,  St.  Alban’s  Villa, 
Crow  Hall  Lane  : — 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN— 

Section  22. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic, 

Sessions  : Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  expectant  mothers 
who  attended  the  clinics,  and  the  number  of  visits  which  these 
mothers  paid  to  the  clinics  during  the  year 

Number  of  Mothers  252 

Attendances  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  848 

Post-Natal  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Friday  mornings  (second  and  fourth  in  month). 

Twenty- two  mothers  attended  the  clinic  on  one  or  more 
occasions.  The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  24. 

Birth  Control. 

Session  : Friday  mornings  (second  and  fourth  in  month). 
Advice  was  given  to  38  mothers  on  medical  grounds. 

Child  Welfare. 

Sessions  : Wednesday  mornings  (weekly) ; Friday  mornings 
(first,  third,  and  fifth  in  month). 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers 
who  attended  the  clinic,  and  the  number  of  visits  these  children 
made  to  the  clinic  throughout  the  year  : — 


No.  OF  Children 

Attendances 

Under 

1 year 

1-2 

years 

2-5 

years 

Under 

1 year 

1-2 

years 

2-5 

years 

94 

23 

46 

1,186 

121 

206 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Monday  and  Friday  afternoons  weekly. 

One  hundred  and  forty-seven  mothers  and  children  attended 
the  clinic  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  attendances  during 
the  year  was  1,619. 


MIDWIFERY — Section  23. 

There  are  three  County  Midwives  in  Felling.  No  midwives 
practice  privately  in  the  area.  During  the  year  they  attended  242 
confinements.  Three  hundred  and  eighty-six  live  births  and  ten 
still  births  were  notified,  224  expectant  mothers  had  their  babies  at 
home,  and  172  in  hospital. 
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HEALTH  VISITING— Section  24. 

Three  Health  Visitors  serve  the  Urban  District.  The  following 


domiciliary  visits  were  paid  during  1954  : — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ....  ....  5,889 

Tuberculosis...  ....  ....  ....  ....  811 

General  Health  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Mental  Dehciency  ....  ....  ....  ....  121 

Schools  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  113 


Total  6,948 


The  percentage  of  ineffective  visits  made  was  22-4. 

HOME  NURSING— Section  25. 

Two  whole-time  nurses  were  employed  during  the  year.  They 
attended  323  patients,  225  being  medical  cases  and  98  surgical  cases. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-two  new  cases  were  visited  in  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  all  patients  was  7,662. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION— Section  26. 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
and  immunised  at  the  clinics  and  by  the  doctors  in  the  Urban 
District  : — 


Vaccination. 


Re-vaccination. 


Under 

1 year 

1-5 

years 

5-15 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

— 

1-15 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

116 

6 

G 

9 

133 

1 

13 

14 

Immunisations. 


Primary 


Under 

1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

5-9 

years 

10-14 

years 

Total 

155 

62 

11 

i 

11 

11 

1 

252 

Re-inforcing  Injections 


Under 

1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

5-9 

years 

10-14 

years 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

120 

54 

3 

177 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE— Section  27. 

The  Municipal  Borough  of  Jarrow  and  Urban  Districts  of 
Felling  and  Hebburn  are  served  by  the  Hebburn  Ambulance  Control^ 
which  is  manned  by  four  clerk-telephonists  maintaining  a 24-hour 
service.  The  three  areas  are  covered  primarily  by  vehicles  from  the 
Hebburn  Depot,  which  has  an  establishment  of  one  head  driver, 
27  drivers,  and  eight  ambulances.  In  addition,  vehicles  from 
neighbouring  depots  are  utilised  as  and  when  necessary,  either  to 
reinforce  or  economise  in  the  transport  of  patients  in  the  area. 


Calls  on 

Persons  Carried 

Mileage 

Service 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

10,512 

4,466 

22,145 

26,611 

132,078 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE — Section  28. 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  after-care  are 
treated  by  the  Home  Nurses  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the 
Health  Visitors.  Sickroom  equipment,  such  as  urine  bottles,  bed 
pans,  bed  rests,  air  cushions,  mattresses,  and  rubber  sheeting  can  be 
had  on  loan.  During  the  year  88  persons  received  loaned  equipment. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE— Section  29. 

Thirty-five  Home  Helps  were  employed  in  the  Urban  District 


during  the  year,  and  they  attended  116  cases. 

Cases  who  received  service  during  1954  : — 

Old  Age  Pensioners  ....  ....  ....  106 

Sickness  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Tuberculosis....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Maternity  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 


116 


(c)  Hospital  Services. 

The  local  hospital  services  are  administered  by  the  Gateshead 
and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the 
Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board.  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the 
Urban  District.  The  following  hospitals  serve  the  district  : — 

Hospital  Type 

Queen  Elizabeth  ....  ....  ....  General  and  Maternity. 

Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead  ....  Children. 

Bensham  ....  ....  ....  ....  Chronic  Sick. 

Sheriff  Hill  ....  ....  ....  ....  Infectious  Diseases. 
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Chest  Clinic^  Greenesfield  House,  Gateshead. 

Sessions  : Monday  to  Friday,  9 to  12  noon  (all  sexes). 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
details  of  patients  within  the  area  who  have  been  attending  the 
clinics  at  South  Shields  and  Newcastle. 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non- Venereal 

Clinic 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Newcastle  .... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

4 

South  Shields 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

Sessions  are  held  as  follows  : — 

General  Hospital,  Newcastle. — Monday  to  Friday,  10  a.m. 
to  12  noon  ; 3 to  7 p.m.  ; Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

South  Shields,  Stanhope  Road  Clinic. — Males  : Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  ; Tuesday 
and  Friday,  10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  ; 5 p.m.  to  7.30  p.m. 
Females  : 5 p.m.  to  7.30  p.m. 

Blood  Transfusion. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Unit  stationed  in  Newcastle.  Sessions 
for  donating  blood  are  arranged  at  regular  intervals. 


(d)  Executive  Council. 

There  are  eleven  Medical  Practitioners  practising  in  the  Urban 
District. 
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SECTION  “C.” 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


1.  (a)  Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  a caravan  dwelling  situated  in  a small 
disused  quarry  in  the  south-west  part  of  the  area,  a smallholder’s 
cottage  situated  on  high  ground  in  the  south  part  of  the  area,  and  a 
railway  signalman’s  cottage  near  the  southern  boundary,  the  area  is 
supplied  with  water  generally  from  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company.  A small  portion  of  the  area  in  the 
south-east  part  of  the  district  adjoining  the  Hebburn  boundary  is 
supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company. 

(i)  The  supply  to  the  area  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(ii)  Regular  examinations  were  made  of  the  supply. 

(hi)  There  is  little  likelihood  of  plumbo  solvent  action. 

(iv)  No  complaint  of  impure  supply  was  received. 

(h)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Work  at  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Follingsby  Lane  was 
nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  part  of  the  works  were 
in  use.  The  main  works  will  be  in  operation  early  in  the  new  year. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Tyne  is  the  only  large  waterway  and  serves  as  a 
common  sewer  for  the  many  townships  along  its  banks.  The  other 
stream  running  through  this  district  is  known  as  the  River  Don. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  8,186  water-closets  and  26  ash-closets. 
The  number  of  ash-closets  will  disappear  as  further  clearance  of 
unfit  property  takes  place. 


SHOPS  ACT. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 
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CAMPING  SITES. 


1.  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used  for 

camping  purposes  ....  ....  ....  ..  . ....  Nil 

2.  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 

have  been  issued  by  I,, A.  under  Section  269  P.H.  Act, 

1936  Nil 

3.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in 

the  area  at  one  time  during  1954  . ..  ....  . ..  Nil 


SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

Nuisance  in  this  district  is  sometimes  caused  by  fumes  discharged 
from  pitheaps.  Two  collieries — one  situated  in  the  South  Ward  and 
one  in  the  East  Ward  of  the  district — have  each  a heap  emitting 
sulphurous  fumes  when  the  wind  is  in  a certain  direction,  and  causes 
discomfort  and  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants  in  this  and  adjoining 
districts. 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  three  cases  to  abate  smoke  nuisance 
at  factories,  and  no  further  complaints  were  received. 


SWIMMING  POOLS. 

There  are  no  Public  Baths  or  Swimming  Pools  within  the 
Urban  District. 


SCHOOLS. 

A survey  of  the  sanitary  and  washing  facilities  in  schools  in  the 
area  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  details  were  passed  to  the 
County  Authority.  Works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  out  to 
the  schools  and  further  work  will  be  done  in  the  future. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 


The  following  are  details  of  notices  served  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 


Public  Health  Act 

Housing  Act 

Informal 

Statutory 

Informal 

Statutory 

Notices 

Notices 

Notices 

Notices 

-a 

o 

•e 

(U 

x: 

CJ 

T3 

V 

•T3 

<u 

T3 

a> 

t 

v 

& -t; 

E ^ 

dJ 

B is 

t 

V 

.t: 

e ^ 

t-l 

V 

.t: 

a ^ 

c/2 

o 

U 

c/2 

o 

U 

CO 

o 

U 

CO 

o 

U 

Main  Roofs  repaired 

29 

33 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Off-shoots  Roofs  repaired 

13 

17 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired 

13 

11 

2 

1 



Eaves  Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

20 

26 

6 

5 

1 

Rain-water  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

5 

7 

3 

1 

— 

Soil  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Pointing  repaired 

35 

34 

15 

9 

2 

Brickwork  repaired 

9 

11 

Window  Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed 

6 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Sash  Cords  renewed 

12 

9 

4 

3 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

11 

14 

1 

1 

Sub-floor  Ventilation  provided  .... 

10 

7 

.... 

2 

1 

Handrails  provided  or  repaired  ... 

1 

1 

Door  Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed  .. 

17 

15 

1 

3 

Scullery  Benches  repaired  or  renewed. 

4 

5 

1 

Woodwork  (Miscellaneous)  repaired  or 
renewed 

3 

4 

1 

Wall  Plaster  renewed 

29 

26 

5 

3 

3 

Ceiling  Plaster  renewed  .... 

12 

12 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

11 

8 

1 

3 

Sinks  replaced 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

11 

8 

1 

1 

Water  Service  Pipes  repaired 

14 

14 

Yard  Paving  repaired 

5 

6 

1 

Yard  Gullies  repaired 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Outbuilding  Roofs  repaired 

2 

2 

1 

1 

W.C.  Roofs  repaired 

7 

6 

„ Brickwork  repaired 

2 

3 

1 

„ Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

6 

7 

„ Basins  refixed  or  renewed 

3 

2 

1 

1 

„ Flush  Pipes  repaired 

8 

6 

.... 

1 

1 

Seats  repaired  or  renewed 

3 

5 

Cisterns  renewed  .... 

Ash  Closets  repaired 

9 

10 

1 

1 

.... 

— 

Accumulations  removed  .... 

2 

Drains  cleansed 

27 

30 

.... 



Dust  Bins  renewed 

117 

106 

.... 

Food  Stores  provided 

1 

.... 

Inadequate  Ventilation  .... 

1 

— 

— 

459 

456 

57 

44 

18 

5 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

1. — Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health, 
Including  Inspections  Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register. 

(2) 

Inspections. 

(3) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

5 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

61 

103 

3 

(in'!  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out- workers’ 
premises) 

1 

Total 

67 

110 

3 

Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 
of  defects 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

in  respect 
of  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted. 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.I.).  . 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 
Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S.3.) 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6.)  . . 
Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.)— 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes . . 

Other  Offences 

1 

1 

1 

1 otal 

3 

3 

1 

Factories  Act,  1937 — Section  34. 

Two  factories  were  examined  for  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire.  Certificates  were  issued  by  the  District  Council  stating  that 
the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  adequate. 
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SECTION  “D.” 


Housins  in  the  Area 


There  were  7,755  inhabited  houses  in  the  Urban  District  at  the 
end  ot  1954.  The  Council  owns  3,684  houses. 

House  Erection. 

A total  of  394  new  houses  was  built  during  the  year,  comprising 
370  Council  and  24  private. 


HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 

1.  Inspectmi  of  Divellinghouses  during  the  year — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts) 978 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  1,987 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  v/hich  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

and  1932  Nil 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  209 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  ..  158 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  156 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  ....  2 

(2)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices — 

{a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  Nil 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  147 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

{a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Plousing  Act, 

1936— 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  27 


HOUSE  DEMOLITIONS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  houses  dealt  with  under  Sections 
11  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  the  progress  made  in 
rehousing  the  tenants  : — 


Condemned 

Rehoused 

Houses 

Persons 

Houses 

Persons 

Section  11 

9 

24 

23 

73 

Section  12 

4 

9 

5 

12 

13 

35 

28 

00 

Ul 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  occupants  from  80  houses  were 
rehoused  during  the  year  where  undertakings  not  to  relet  houses 
were  given.  Most  of  these  houses  have  been  demolished. 


Housing  Survey. 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  Health  Department  staff  has  been  spent 
on  the  preparation  of  the  proposals  for  slum  clearance  which  the 
Council  will  have  to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  before  the  31st  August,  1955. 

The  Urban  District  is  favourably  placed  vdth  regard  to  slum 
clearance,  the  largest  area  consisting  of  196  houses,  is  being  dealt 
with  at  present.  Tv/o  other  areas  each  of  77  and  74  houses  will  be 
considered  for  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  within  the  next  10  years. 
These  three  areas  account  for  approximately  one  half  of  the  unfit 
houses  in  the  Urban  District.  Of  the  remainder,  43  per  cent,  of  unfit 
houses  are  in  blocks  of  less  than  30  houses  and  35  per  cent,  are  in 
blocks  of  less  than  10  houses. 
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Housing  Recommendations. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  investigated  62  housing  applica- 
tion cases  where  there  were  medical  reasons  justifying  consideration 
for  a new  Council  house.  Twenty  cases  were  rehoused  in  the  area. 


SMOKELESS  ZONES,  COUNCIL  HOUSE  ESTATE. 

In  May,  1954,  the  Health  Committee  considered  a Report  on 
Smoke  Abatement,  and  recommended  that  the  tenancy  agreement 
of  all  Council  houses  with  solid  fuel  burning  appliances  be  amended 
so  that  only  smokeless  fuel  be  used  and  that  existing  fireplaces  be 
progressively  replaced  with  smokeless  fuel  appliances. 

It  was  later  agreed  to  circulate  about  1,000  Council  house 
tenants  explaining  the  principles  and  advantages  of  smokeless  zones, 
and  that  the  Council  desired  to  put  the  above  recommendations  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October,  1954. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-three  tenants  replied  to  the  circular, 
42  being  agreeable  and  141  opposing  the  Council’s  recommendations. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  adjourn  the  matter 
pending  national  legislation  on  smokeless  zones. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Beaver  Report, 
which  is  at  present  considering  all  aspects  of  smoke  pollution,  will 
enable  all  local  authorities,  large  or  small,  to  promote  smokeless 
zones  in  their  areas. 

Future  Housing. 

By  the  end  of  1953,  300  houses  were  in  process  of  erection  on 
the  Learn  Lane  Site,  which  will  ultimately  consist  of  3,000  houses. 
Building  has  progressed  steadily  by  means  of  the  Council’s  Direct 
Labour  Housing  Scheme  and  by  private  builders. 

A total  of  370  houses  were  completed  by  the  31st  December, 
1954,  and  402  houses  were  under  construction  at  that  time. 

Housing  Overspill. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a few  houses  were  ready  to  receive 
Gateshead  County  Borough  overspill.  It  was  agreed  between  the 
Urban  District  Council  and  the  County  Borough  Council  that  as 
houses  became  available  for  occupation  on  the  Learn  Lane  Estate 
three  be  allocated  for  Felling  housing  list  tenants  and  four  for 
Gateshead  housing  list  tenants. 
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SECTION  “ E.” 


Itispectioii  and  Sii[>ervision  of  Food 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

MILK 

(Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 

REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Sixteen  licences  to  dealers  to  use  the  special  designation. 
Pasteurised,”  and  77  licences  to  dealers  to  use  the  special 
designation,  “ Sterilised,”  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Four  supplementary  licences  for  ‘‘  Pasteurised  ” milk  and  two 
for  “ Sterilised  ” milk  were  issued  during  the  year. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Before  meat  rationing  ended  a meeting  of  local  butchers  was 
held  to  discuss  slaughtering  arrangements.  Three  slaughterhouses 
were  licenced  and  slaughtering  began  when  rationing  ended.  Owing 
to  the  state  of  flux  then  occurring,  meat  inspection  was  carried  out 
at  various  times,  including  evenings  and  week-ends,  but  once 
conditions  settled  down  inspections  after  normal  hours  were  greatly 
reduced. 

All  carcases  are  examined  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
laid  down  in  Memo  3/Foods.  Beast  carcases  are  examined  also  for 
the  presence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis. 

A high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  has  been  maintained 
at  the  slaughterhouses. 

Table  showing  Inspections  and  Condemnations 


Cattle 

(Including 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

197 

6 

1,177 

74 

Number  inspected 

197 

6 

— 

1,177 

74 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 



2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

39 

38 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

17-78% 

3-39% 

405% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Confirmed 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

.2 

2 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  .... 

6-09% 

33-33% 

— 

0-084% 

1-35% 
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Details  of  meat  found  to  be  unfit  on  inspection  in  the  slaughter 
houses  in  the  area  : 

Cattle. 


Forequarters 
Heads  and  Tongues 
Lungs  (Plucks) 

Lungs  (Plucks) 

Livers 

Livers 

Livers 

Livers 

Livers 

Mesentery  and  Intestines  .... 
Kidney  and  Kidney  Fat  .... 
Kidney 
Thick  Skirt 


110  lb. 

Condition  Found. 

Tuberculosis 

112  lb. 

Tuberculosis 

77  lb. 

Tuberculosis 

8 lb. 

Abcesses 

36  lb. 

Tuberculosis 

110  lb. 

^Parasitic  Infestation 

23  lb. 

Cirrhosis 

16  lb. 

Cavernous  Angioma 

58  lb. 

Abcesses 

40  lb. 

Tuberculosis 

12  lb. 

Fat  Necrosis 

2 lb. 

Tuberculosis 

2 lb. 

Tuberculosis 

Parasitic  infestations  include  Fasciola  Hepatica  and  Taenia  Echinococcus. 


Sheep. 


Carcases- 

-One 

Ewe 

....  52  lb. 

Tuberculosis 

One 

Ewe 

....  50  lb. 

Uraemia 

One 

Ewe 

....  48  lb. 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

Livers 

— 

....  15  lb. 

Abcesses 

Livers 

.... 

....  12  lb. 

Cirrhosis 

Livers 

.... 

2 lb. 

Melanosis 

Lungs 

— 

....  16  lb. 

Strongylus  Rufescans 

Lungs 

— 

8 lb. 

Abcesses 

Livers 

....  26  lb. 

^Parasitic  Infestation 

Parasitic  infestations  include  Fasciola  Hepatica  and  Strongylus  Rufescans, 


Pigs. 

Heads  ....  ....  ....  6 lb.  Tuberculosis 

Livers  ....  ....  ....  12  lb.  Ascaris  Lumbricoides 

Total  weight  unfit  : — 

7 cwt.,  2 qrs.,  1 st.,  6 lb. 
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The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year  : — 


H.Q.  Beef  (Imported).... 
H.Q.  Beef  (Imported).... 
Lambs  (New  Zealand) 
Brisket  Beef 

Pork  (English) 

Pork  (Imported) 

Pressed  Pork  .... 

Ham 

Veal  and  Ham.  .. 
Sausages 

Raisins  .... 

Tinned  Goods. 

i ins 

Meats  (various) 

130 

Ham 

44 

Tongue.... 

28 

Chicken 

0 

Soups  .... 

12 

Fish  

4 

Fruits  (various) 

345 

Vegetables  (various)  .... 

83 

Tomatoes 

88 

Milk  

63 

Miscellaneous  .... 

6 

lb.  oz. 

274  0 Bone  Taint 
79  8 Fatty  Change 

74  0 I Mould  Formation 

8 0 i Decomposition 

11  10  Bruising 
15  0 Rancidity 

7 12  I 

13  0 -Decomposition 

14) 

25  2 Decomposition  and 

Mould  Form.ation 
60  0 Mould  Formation 

and  Fermentation 


lb.  oz. 

337  7 

509  2 
134  5 
5 10 

^2  Q ^ Blown,  Perforated,  or 
409  10  ^ Rtisted  Containers 

70  13 
109  8 
49  11 


Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  surrendered  : — 

19  cwt.,  2 qrs.,  1 st.,  13  lb.,  11  oz. 

Total  weight  of  all  food  found  unfit,  including  local-killed  meat  : — 

1 ton,  7 cwt.,  1 qr.,  1 st.,  4 lb. 

Part  of  the  foodstuffs  condemned  was  used  for  animal  feeding 
or  returned  for  reconditioning  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The 
remainder  was  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  Council’s  controlled  tip. 
All  meat  found  to  be  unfit  was  stained  with  a special  green  dye. 
No  special  examination  or  a store  or  a consignment  of  food  was  made 
during  the  year. 


ICE-CREAM 

Number  of  producers  ....  ....  ....  1 

Number  of  premises  where  ice-cream  is  sold....  41 

Premises  are  regularly  and  frequently  inspected,  and  samples  of 
ice-cream  are  examined  periodically. 
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CLEAN  FOOD  EDUCATION. 


No  Clean  Food  Guild  has  been  established  in  this  area  nor  are 
organised  lectures  given  to  the  food  trades.  It  has  been  found  that 
more  can  be  accomplished  by  personal  contact  with  the  staffs  of  the 
shops  than  by  an  organised  address.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that 
the  standard  of  personal  hygiene  since  instruction  and  advice  have 
been  given  when  required  has  shown  an  upward  trend. 

Lectures  in  the  evenings  have  been  given  to  Women’s  Institutes 
and  other  local  bodies,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  find  that  an  interest  is 
taken  in  the  subjects  by  the  members  of  these  bodies  when  these 
lectures  are  given. 


FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  types  of  food  premises  in  the 


Urban  District  : — 

Type  Number 

Bakers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Butchers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Cafes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Confectioners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  17 

Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Fish  Fryers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Fishmongers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Fruiterers  ....  ....  ....  12 

General  Dealers  ....  ....  ....  ....  64 

Grocers....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  29 

Registered  Ice-cream  Retailers  ....  ....  41 

Registered  Ice-cream  Producers  ....  ....  1 
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SECTION  “F.” 


Prevention  and  Control 
Over  Infeetions  and  Other  Diseases 


Measles  was  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease  notified. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
dropped  from  427  in  1953  to  249.  The  incidence  of  new  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  1-9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Increases  which  occurred  on  the  annual  figures  for  1953  were 
Pneumonia  (7),  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (5),  Scarlet  Fever  (3), 
Erysipelas  (3),  Meningococcal  Infections  (2),  and  Food  Poisoning  (1). 
Decreases  occured  in  the  notifications  of  the  following  diseases  : 
Measles  (81),  Dysentery  (1),  Whooping  Cough  (116).  The  same 
number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  as  in  1953. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Eleven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Nine  were  admitted 
to  hospital. 

Erysipelas. 

Four  cases  occurred  during  1954. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  year. 

Measles. 

As  in  1953,  this  disease  was  the  most  prevalent,  although 
notifications  decreased  by  81,  no  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
60-2  per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred  in  children  under  school  age,  of 
which  7 per  cent,  were  children  under  1 year.  The  percentage  of 
schoolchildren  notified  was  39-4  per  cent. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  notifications  decreased  from  142  to  26. 
Diphtheria. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Fifty  5ccs.  bottles  of 
A.P.T.  were  distributed  to  Medical  Practioners  in  the  Urban 
District. 

Pneumonia. 

Twenty-four  cases  were  notified,  one-third  each  in  the  age 
groups  20  to  35  years  and  over  60  years.  The  greatest  incidence  of  the 
disease  was  in  the  age  group  45  to  60  years. 
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Dysentery. 

One  case  was  notified  and  confirmed. 

Food  Poisoning. 

One  family  outbreak  was  reported.  No  cause  could  be  found 
for  the  mild  gastro-intestinal  symptoms  of  two  members  of  a family 
of  four  persons. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis . 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  three  of  the  cases  had 
paralysis,  one  case  of  the  Retrobulbar  form  of  the  disease  died. 
Throughout  the  year  health  departments  in  the  north  of  England 
co-operated  with  the  Epidemiological  Section  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  carrying  out  detailed  enquiries  of  notified  cases  in  their 
area  to  ascertain  the  most  effective  measures  which  would  curb  the 
spread  of  this  disease. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  50 
Pulmonary  and  seven  Non-Pulmonary.  This  is  an  increase  on  the 
notifications  received  in  1953  and  gives  an  incidence  of  2*2  cases  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  T3  in  1953.  The  age 
group  of  greatest  incidence  in  both  sexes  was  between  15  and  25 
years. 


Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  for  1954. 
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Table  showing  the  Age  Incidence,  Deaths,  &c.,  from  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year 
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